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are the mabei (horse-back walls) on the gable? @ @ @ | |
Fill in the blanks with a relevant attributes of the
Five — Elements — @& R Ko Ko L(metal,  wood,
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” i i LR ./ The most important ritual of the Three \
| Dedications Ceremony, reading the
| prayer, was being held in the atrium of \\_\
Li's mansion. It was performed by three
devotees and their accomplices.

At annual autumn harvest, the Li
family used to prepare whole pigs and
whole lambs for sacrifices.

These sacrifices are now replaced by
pigs and lambs made by vermicelli. After
the ritual, sharing pigs and sharing lambs /. .

\ symbolized sharing the family's bless- f==%
ings for the descendants. -
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The Three Dedications Ceremony of
Li Jinxing family
Look up!

The roof of Li Tengfang
mansion

The Li family always performs family rituals on each January the first
of lunar calendar, vernal equinox and autumnal equinox at the Li
Tengfang mansion at Yuemei. It is said that, after Li Tengfang
acquired a juren title, the Li family began the Three Dedications Cere-
mony as the ancestor worships for glorifying the family status.

This officially bestowed ceremony continues to this day. The
descendants of the family would return home for the rituals. The
Three Dedications Ceremony is organized by the Li’s Worshipping
Public Sector according to the custom, etiquette, ritual, and code,
which inherits and manifests the past glory and importance of Li
family in Daxi.

The Three Dedications Ceremony is performed three times a year,

The roof of Li's mansion is a two-sloped flush
gable, most common in northern Taiwan. If you
observe the building carefully, you would find
two types of ridges, namely “yanwei” (swal-
low-tailed) and "mabei” (horseback).

yanwei (swallow-tailed)

and the first one is held on January the first of lunar calendar, which The yanwei ridge is a special feature of juren’s house,
is the death day of Liao Cou (posthumously titled Yude), wife of Li which shapes like a swallow's tail. Most halls, foyers,
Xianzhua, who was among the first generation for cultivation in and side wings have “yanwei” ridges. The two sets of
Yuemei area. This Three Dedications Ceremony is to commemorate yanwei ridges at the main hall have a more curvy and
her contribution to the family. “ powerful arc. Those at the foyer are less curvy. Those

at the right and left wings are shorter and wider. Have
you noticed them?

g Pulling water from the

i : bei (horseback
WEIIJ’at the Li's mansion mabei (horseback)

Except for the main hall, foyer, north and south halls in Li’s man-
sion, all the other buildings have mabei ridges which share identi-

The Li’s‘fansion used to be highly cal construction and slope but only variate on the “gables”.
populated in early days. In order to The mabei ridges have five attributes: metal, wood, water, fire,
pull water efficiently from the well, and earth. According to fengshui literature, these represent for
the family applied the lever princi- "metal in circular shape, wood in straight shape, water in curvy
ple. It was done by using a wooden shape, fire in angular shape, and earth in square shape".

pillar as the fulcrum beneath the
lever and hanging a bucket at one
end of the lever. As a result, the
water was pulled quickly and effort-
lessly.




