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18. % 18%. 2 CEDAW L R ¢ = 1 &2 T3 & ¥ i5/iFix |

[2] The Committees acknowledge that harmful practices affect adult women,
both directly and/or due to the long-term impact of practices to which they were
subjected to as qgirls.

[ 3] boys are also the victims of violence, harmful practices and bias and that
their rights must be addressed for their protection and to prevent gender-based
violence and the perpetuation of bias and gender inequality later in their lives.

[ 5] harmful practices are deeply rooted in societal attitudes according to which
women and girls are regarded as inferior to men and boys based on stereotyped
roles....... these practices are also used to justify gender-based violence as a
form of “protection” or control of women and children in the home, community,
school, other educational settings and institutions as well as in wider society.

[ 6] Harmful practices are therefore grounded in discrimination based on sex,
gender, age and other grounds and have often been justified by invoking socio-
cultural and religious customs and values as well as misconceptions related to
some disadvantaged groups of women and children.

[12] The Committees call on States parties to explicitly prohibit by law and
adequately sanction or criminalize harmful practices, in accordance with the
gravity of the offence and harm caused, provide for the means of prevention,
protection, recovery, reintegration and redress for victims and combat impunity
for harmful practices.

[ 14] Harmful practices are persistent practices and behaviours that are
grounded on discrimination on the basis of sex, gender, age and other grounds as
well as multiple and/or intersecting forms of discrimination that often involve
violence and cause physical and/or psychological harm or suffering.

[15] to be regarded as harmful, practices should meet the following criteria:
a) They constitute a denial of the dignity and/or integrity of the individual and a

violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined in the two
Conventions;

b) They constitute discrimination against women or children and are harmful
insofar as they result in negative consequences for them as individuals or
groups, including physical, psychological, economic and social harm and/or
violence and limitations on their capacity to participate fully in society or
develop and reach their full potential;

c) They are traditional, re-emerging or emerging practices that are prescribed
and/or kept in place by social norms that perpetuate male dominance and
inequality of women and children, based on sex, gender, age and other
intersecting factors;
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d) They are imposed on women and children by family, community members, or
society at large, regardless of whether the victim provides, or is able to
provide, full, free and informed consent.

[16] The causes of harmful practices are multidimensional and include
stereotyped sex- and gender-based roles, the presumed superiority or inferiority
of either of the sexes, attempts to exert control over the bodies and sexuality of
women and girls, social inequalities and the prevalence of male dominated power
structures.

[ 18] Female genital mutilation :

e 1 s L 8 ¥ st 2015-02-10 TITV AR AT

[19]) Child marriage, also referred to as early marriage, is any marriage where

at least one of the parties is under 18 years of age. ...... in exceptional
circumstances a marriage of a mature, capable child below the age of 18 may be
allowed provided that the child is at least 16 years old and that such decisions are
made by a judge based on legitimate exceptional grounds defined by law and on
the evidence of maturity without deference to cultures and traditions.
[21] Child marriage is often accompanied by early and frequent pregnancies

and childbirth, resulting in higher than average maternal morbidity and mortality
rates. ...... Forced marriages often result in girls lacking personal and economic

autonomy, attempting to flee or commit self-immolation or suicide to avoid or
escape the marriage.

[22] Forced marriages are marriages where one or both parties have not
personally expressed their full and free consent to the union....... Forced
marriage may also be defined as a marriage in which one of the parties is not
permitted to end or leave it.

[23] In some cases, families will agree to the temporary “marriage” of their
daughter in exchange for financial gains, also referred to as a contractual
marriage, which is a form of trafficking in human beings....... The CEDAW
Committee has repeatedly stressed that allowing marriage to be arranged by such
payment or preferment violates the right to freely choose a spouse and has in its
GR No. 29 (2013) outlined that such practice should not be required for a
marriage to be valid, and such agreements should not be recognized by the State
party as enforceable.

[28] Crimes committed in the name of so-called honour are acts of violence

that are disproportionately, though not exclusively, committed against girls and
women, because family members consider that certain suspected, perceived or
actual behaviour will bring dishonour to the family or community.

[29] These crimes include murder and are frequently committed by a spouse,
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female or male relative or a member of the victim’s community....... crimes
committed in the name of so-called honour are often sanctioned by the
community as a means to preserve and/or restore the integrity of its cultural,
traditional, customary or religious norms following alleged transgressions.
[50] States parties must also take into account the potential threats to and

negative impact on victims, including acts of retaliation.
[55~80] Prevention of harmful practices:

1. Establishing rights-based social and cultural norms

2. Empowerment of women and girls
oquality education
@build their economic assets
dbuilding their social assets
echange gender-based attitudes
&ensure that women and adolescents have access to accurate information about
sexual and reproductive health and rights and on the impacts of harmful
practices as well as access to adequate and confidential services.

3. Capacity development at all levels

4. Awareness-raising, public dialogue and manifestations of commitment
[83] When a woman or a girl who was subjected to or refused to undergo a

practice leaves her family or community to seek refuge, her decision to return
must be supported by adequate national protection mechanisms.
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