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The core idea of the above suggestion is that the nation has the obligation to improve
the economic power of women from rural areas, to prompt these targeted populations
to actively participate and to be served in political, public activities, and to protect these

targeted workers from labor exploitation.

In regards to increasing the economic power of women from rural areas, the nation
should prevent these women from becoming victims of rural development and actively
promotes their participation in rural development to benefit from it in terms of
promoting the localization of agricultural development. Also, the nation should actively

encourage rural women to strengthen their professional skills.

Regarding actively promote public participation of rural women, especially through

involving in agricultural organizations to engage in decision-making process, the nation
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should

ensure rural women's social insurance, health services and good living conditions that
meet their needs. As for the unbeneficial condition when obtaining land and natural
resources for rural women, improvement plans should be proposed through the

assistance of government.

In addition, respecting to protecting rural women from labor exploitation, the nation
should not only strengthen the economic as well as professional skills training but assist
these targeted populations in receiving economic resources and initiating an
entrepreneurship. Rural women often engage in informal works, particularly unpaid
works such as farming and nursing jobs that cannot be affirmed and this impacts the
social insurance as well as economic status of rural women. Hence, the nation should
actively implement equal pay and equal value to avoid exploitation and to ensure these

targeted populations have equal working conditions.

Finally, rural women in our nation face female immigrant problems like the rural
women in other developed nations. The human rights of these targeted populations are
invaded in forms including violence, exploitation, unequal health insurance and so forth.
Besides, many developed nations marginalize individual farmers when moving towards
industrial agriculture and this influences rural women seriously. Thus, these are issues

needed to be concerned for our nation in the future.
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women. Environmental issues, including climate
change and natural disasters, often provoked by
the unsustainable use of natural resources, as well
as poor waste management practices, also have
detrimental impacts on the well-being of rural
women. Gender-neutral policies, reforms and
laws

may uphold and strengthen existing

inequalities related to all of the above.
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11.  States should that

macroeconomic policies, including trade, fiscal

parties ensure
and investment policies, as well bilateral and
multilateral agreements, are responsive to the
needs of rural women and strengthen the
productive and investing capacities of small-scale
They should address the

negative and differential impacts of economic

women producers.

policies, including agricultural and general trade
the

commodification of land, water and natural

liberalization, privatization and
resources, on the lives of rural women and the
fulfilment of their rights. Similarly, development
should that their

development assistance policies focus on the

partners also  ensure

specific needs of rural women.
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12. should

threats posed to rural women by climate change,

States parties address specific
natural disasters, land and soil degradation, water
floods,

agrochemicals,

pollution, droughts, desertification,

pesticides  and extractive
industries, monocultures, biopiracy and the loss
of biodiversity, in particular agro-biodiversity.
They should alleviate and mitigate those threats
and ensure that rural women enjoy a safe, clean
and healthy environment. They should effectively
address the impact of such risks on rural women
in the planning and implementation of all policies
concerning the environment, climate change,

disaster risk reduction, preparedness and
management and ensure the full participation of
rural women in designing, planning and
implementing such policies. States parties should
also ensure the protection and security of rural
women and girls in all phases of disasters and
other crises, ranging from early warning to relief,

recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.

18




-

¢ o> #2

13 F9REE ¢ EEH ) AR2EF 747 5 4 | 13, States parties should regulate the activities

- i E s & 3T P é_,_ﬁ BB E X£5pFa | of domestic non-State actors within  their

B o MO E R A (2 K) %2 5T efhe | jurisdiction, including when they operate

HIFE 28(2010) 5 - Ak aE ik ;‘zﬁ ¢ % - 1% | extraterritorially. General recommendation No.

(e)IE BT f Eieo kAT L REES | 28 (2010) on the core obligations of States parties
TS AR DAL 0 P IR AR E g 2T B ¢h 3 Y on | under article 2 reaffirms the requirement under

R F 7 i 5o 8 R (74 R A~ o
B #FuifiifF 2 I BATFEY T
Ripflans £ i BB P LABP O
A \Q‘Wréf—“’w;xiw FeMRd A
By H b B i 0 R iR e S
§ e IF‘fr"L} *ipl,;}—g_,g:’d B ¢k E HF*
FHEP] e B RAdepE F BB MR T
ERFOL ﬁizw*ﬁlf‘i 177

P o

)~A?

article 2 (e) to eliminate discrimination by any
public or private actor, which extends to acts of
national corporations operating extraterritorially.
States parties should uphold extraterritorial
obligations with respect to rural women by, inter
alia: not interfering, directly or indirectly, with
the enjoyment of their rights; taking regulatory
measures to prevent any actor under their
jurisdiction, including private individuals,
companies and public entities, from infringing or
abusing the rights of rural women outside their
that

cooperation and development assistance, whether

territory; and  ensuring international
bilateral or multilateral, advance the rights of
rural women outside their territory. Appropriate
and effective remedies should be available to
affected rural women when a State party has

violated its extraterritorial obligations.
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15.

discrimination

States parties should eliminate all forms of

against disadvantaged and

marginalized groups of rural women. For

example, States parties should ensure that
disadvantaged and marginalized groups of rural
women, including those belonging to indigenous,
Afro-descendent, ethnic and religious minorities,
heads of household, peasants,
fisherfolk,

conflict-affected rural women, are protected from

pastoralists,

landless women, migrants and
intersecting forms of discrimination and have
access to education, employment, water and
sanitation and health care, among others. States
parties should develop policies and programmes
ensuring the equal enjoyment of rights by rural
women with disabilities, including by ensuring
the accessibility of infrastructures and services.
States parties should similarly ensure that older
rural women have access to social services and

adequate social protection, as well as economic

resources and the empowerment to live life with
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dignity, including through access to financial

services and social security.
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16. Under article 14, paragraph 1, States parties
are required to take into account the particular
problems faced by rural women and the
significant roles that they play in the economic
survival of families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy. Inclusive
and sustainable development must uphold the
rights of rural women, underscoring their role as
key actors and fully acknowledging the economic

value of their paid and unpaid work.
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18. Article 3 provides that States parties shall
in all fields,
the full

take all appropriate measures,

including legislation, to ensure

development and advancement of women.
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19. States parties should adopt effective laws,
policies, regulations, programmes, administrative
procedures and institutional structures to ensure
the full development and advancement of rural
women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the
exercise and enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with

men.
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20. Article 4, paragraph 1, provides for the
adoption of temporary special measures by States
parties to accelerate substantive equality. Such
measures may include redistributing decision-
making roles and resources. General
recommendation No. 25 emphasizes that, where
necessary, those measures should be directed at
women subjected to multiple discrimination,

including rural women.
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21. States parties should develop and
implement temporary special measures to
accelerate the achievement of substantive

equality for rural women in all areas in which
they are underrepresented or disadvantaged,
including in political and public life, education,

health and employment.
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23. In line with general recommendation No.
31 (2014) on harmful practices, States parties
should eliminate harmful practices, including
child and/or forced marriage, female genital

mutilation and the inheritance of ancestral debt,
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which negatively affect the health, well-being and
dignity of rural women and girls. They should
eliminate discriminatory stereotypes, including
those that compromise the equal rights of rural
women to land, water and other natural resources.
In this regard, States parties should adopt a range
of measures, including outreach and support

programmes, awareness-raising and media

campaigns, in collaboration with traditional
leaders and civil society, to eliminate harmful

practices and stereotypes.
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24. In general recommendation No. 19 (1992)
on violence against women, it is stated that rural
women are at risk of violence because of
traditional attitudes regarding the subordinate
role of women that persist in many rural
communities. Girls from rural communities are at
special risk of violence, sexual exploitation and
harassment when they leave the rural community
to seek employment in towns. Rural women
human rights defenders are often at risk of
violence when working, for example, to protect
victims, transform local customs or secure natural

resource rights.

26. B3 H b piE L X 1&,%‘] sl léitﬁ?"‘%
RS EHNFAEARBE B 5 TR
TR GRS o & (@R GRS
frr i) AEBEFRF A AR REHAER
T2 AL G MEEE AP Ty
Woop PN R L ERE U AS R
B § o

26. Article 6 on the suppression of the traffic in
women and of the exploitation of prostitution has
special relevance for rural women and girls,
including indigenous women and girls, who face
specific risks because they live in remote areas.
The economic hardships of rural life, alongside
the lack of information on trafficking and how
traffickers operate, can make them especially
vulnerable, in particular in conflict-affected

regions.
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27. States parties should address the root
causes of the traffic in women by economically
empowering rural women and raising awareness
in rural areas of the risks of being lured by
traffickers and the ways in which traffickers
operate. States parties should ensure that anti-
trafficking legislation addresses the social and
economic challenges faced by rural women and
girls and provide gender-responsive training on
prevention measures, protection and assistance

for victims to the judiciary, the police, border
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guards, other law enforcement officials and social
workers, especially in rural areas and indigenous

communities.
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28.

grant women equal rights with men to acquire,

Article 9 provides that States parties shall

change or retain their nationality. Rural women
and their children may be deprived of their rights
if not recognized as citizens of their countries.
Their statelessness is often the consequences of
discriminatory legislation whereby women
cannot pass on their nationality to their children
and foreign spouse or may risk losing their
nationality through marriage with a foreigner or
as a consequence of divorce. In addition, identity
documents may be more difficult to acquire in
rural areas, owing in particular to the lack of birth
registration or of marriage, divorce or death

certificates.
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29.
32 (2014) on the gender-related dimensions of

In line with general recommendation No.

refugee status, asylum, nationality and
statelessness of women, States parties should
ensure that rural women may acquire, change,
retain or renounce their nationality, or transfer it
to their children and foreign spouse under the
same conditions as men, and that they are aware
of their rights in this regard. States parties should
also provide rural women with access to personal
identification documents (such as identity cards,
passports and social security numbers) and ensure
that civil registration procedures, including for
birth, marriage, divorce and death, are accessible

in rural areas.
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30.

and men before the law and identical legal

Article 15 provides for equality of women

capacity in civil matters, so that, for example,

rural women have the same legal capacity as men

pES %;*_ G to conclude contracts and administer property
independent of their husband or any male
guardian.
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including to conclude contracts and administer

property independent of their husband or any

22




W

male guardian.
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32.

in marriage and family relations,

Article 16 provides for equality for women
which is
something that many rural women do not enjoy
owing to discriminatory social norms, practices
and laws, plural justice systems where they exist,
or the lack of enforcement of relevant laws. Girls
from rural communities are at special risk of child
and/or forced marriage and early pregnancy.
Rural women are also disproportionately affected
by polygamy, which
equality in marriage and family relations.

severely undermines
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33.

status and family laws with article 16, in line with

States parties should harmonize personal

general recommendations No. 21 (1994) on
equality in marriage and family relations and No.
29 (2013) on the economic consequences of
marriage, family relations and their dissolution,

guarantee that rural women have equal rights in

B RAE RS SN R R marriage, including to marital property upon
divorce or death of their spouse and to
maintenance or alimony, and raise awareness of
women’s rights within marriage in rural areas.
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and prohibit child and/or forced marriage among
rural women and girls, including through the
reform and enforcement of laws prohibiting such
practices in rural areas, media campaigns,
particularly aimed at raising the awareness of
men, the provision of school-based prevention
programmes, including comprehensive age-
appropriate sexual and reproductive health
education, as well as the provision of social and
health services for rural married girls and girls at
risk of child and/or forced marriage. In addition,
States parties should discourage and prohibit the
practice of polygamy, which may be more

common in rural areas.
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36.

institutional, legal and policy frameworks to

States parties should establish enabling

ensure that rural development, agricultural and
water policies, including with respect to forestry,
livestock, fisheries and aquaculture, are gender-
responsive and have adequate budgets. States
parties should ensure:
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(a)

a gender perspective in all agricultural and rural

The integration and mainstreaming of

development policies, strategies, plans (including
operational plans) and programmes, enabling
rural women to act and be visible as stakeholders,
decision makers and beneficiaries, in line with the
the

Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and

Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible
Forests in the Context of National Food Security,
the

Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context

Voluntary ~ Guidelines for  Securing
of Food Security and Poverty Eradication,
general recommendation No. 23 (1997) on
political and public life and the Sustainable
Development Goals. States parties should ensure
that

programmes have evidence-based monitoring

those policies, strategies, plans and

and clear evaluation frameworks;

(®)

with senior-level staff in ministries relevant to

The establishment of gender units

rural development, supported by adequate

budgets, institutional procedures, accountability

frameworks and effective coordination
mechanisms;
(c) The protection of the rights of rural

women, specifically when planning rural
development programmes linked to disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration efforts in
conflict and post-conflict environments, in line
with general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on
women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-

conflict situations.
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41.
women in economic and social life, States parties
should:

(a)

unpaid work or in the informal sector have access

To eliminate discrimination against rural

Ensure that rural women engaged in

to non-contributory social protection in line with
general recommendation No. 16 (1991) on unpaid
women workers in rural and urban family
enterprises, and that those employed in the formal
sector have access to contributory social security
benefits in their own right, irrespective of their
marital status;

(b) Adopt

gender-responsive  social
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protection floors to ensure that all rural women
have access to essential health care, childcare
facilities and income security, in line with article
14, paragraphs 2 (b) and (h),
Protection Floors Recommendation, 2012 (No.

and Social

202) of the International Labour Organization.
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43.
rural girls and women to education, and ensure
that:

States parties should protect the right of

(a)

to and affordable for all rural women and girls,

High-quality education is accessible

including those with disabilities, by improving

educational infrastructures in rural areas,
increasing the number of qualified teachers,
including women, and ensuring that primary
education is compulsory and provided free of
charge and that education is provided in local
languages and in a culturally appropriate manner;

(b)

teaching personnel at all levels of the education

Systematic training is provided for

system on the rights of rural girls and women and
on the need to combat discriminatory sex-based
and gender-based, ethnic and other stereotypes
that limit the educational opportunities of rural
women and girls. Curricula should be reviewed to
eliminate discriminatory stereotypes about the
roles and responsibilities of women and men in
the family and in society;

(©)

change negative attitudes in rural areas towards

Awareness-raising is implemented to

girls’ education and incentives are provided to
support rural girls and their parents in offsetting
the direct and indirect costs of education,

including through scholarships and financial

support, loans and cash transfers, and
transportation;
(d) Programmes are in place, both inside

and outside the school system, to reduce the
engagement of rural girls in unpaid care work,
which constitutes a barrier to school attendance,
and to protect rural girls from labour exploitation,
child and/or forced marriage and gender-based
violence, including sexual violence and abuse;
(e)

from opponents of girls’ education, the protection

Where girls and teachers face attacks
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encouraged to choose non-traditional fields of

study and careers, such as mathematics,
informatics, natural and agricultural sciences and
technology, including through career guidance
and academic counselling programmes that may
also be applied to home-based or community-
based micro-entrepreneurial activities;

(2)

expelled during pregnancy and allowed to return

Pregnant girls in rural schools are not

to school following childbirth, and childcare
facilities and breastfeeding rooms, as well as
counselling on childcare and breastfeeding, are
made available;

(h)

water facilities and separate,

Schools in rural areas have adequate
safe, sheltered
latrines for girls and offer hygiene education and
resources for menstrual hygiene, with special

focus on girls with disabilities;

(i) Adult literacy programmes are
provided for women in rural areas;
()  On-the-job training is tailored and

targeted to rural women’s professional needs, and
rural women have equal access to technical and
vocational education and skills training, such as
on sustainable farming practices, animal health

and improved husbandry.
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44,
14, paragraph 2 (d), also provides that rural

In addition to training and education, article

women shall be able to benefit from community
and extension services, which play an important
role in education for farmers, farm productivity

and women’s economic empowerment. Those

iRl ¢ o services often do not respond effectively to rural
women’s priorities, capacities and needs, and
insufficiently promote their access to technical
knowledge.
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recognizing women as farmers and clients. Such
services should ensure that male and female

extension and rural advisory service staff have
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expertise in gender-responsive programme
design and delivery and are regularly trained on
women’s rights, gender equality, gender analysis
and gender-responsive programming. States
parties should adopt, implement and regularly
monitor and evaluate gender responsive
agricultural extension and rural advisory policies

and programmes.
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46. States rural

women’s representation in agricultural extension

parties should promote
services by employing a greater number of
women as extension and advisory staff, and
ensure that organizational policies are supportive
of the rights, needs and aspirations of women.
States parties should also increase the proportion
through

extension services that is relevant to rural women

of educational content provided
by employing additional female scientists in

agricultural research.
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47. States parties should specifically promote
rural women’s access to technical knowledge on

food harvesting techniques, preservation, storage,

processing,  packaging, = marketing  and
entrepreneurship.
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employment opportunities and tend to work
extremely long hours in low-skilled, part-time,
seasonal, low-paid or unpaid jobs, home-based
activities and subsistence farming. They are
disproportionately represented in the informal
sector, uncovered by social protection. Unequal
access to income diversification opportunities
often results in rural women being poorer than

rural men.
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50. States parties should fully incorporate the
right to decent conditions of work and the
principle of equal pay for work of equal value into
their legal and policy frameworks, paying special
attention to the situation and labour force
representation of rural women, in line with
general recommendations No. 13 (1989) on equal

remuneration for work of equal value and No. 23.
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52. States parties should further ensure rural
women’s rights to employment by:

(a)

Facilitating the transition of rural
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women from the informal to the formal economy,
including in the agricultural sector, through the
implementation of Transition from the Informal
to the Formal Economy Recommendation, 2015
(No. 204) of the
Organization, ensuring opportunities for income

International Labour

security and improved livelihoods;

(b)

women to run businesses and other enterprises,

Expanding opportunities for rural

including through microcredit facilities;

(©)

including by providing paid maternity leave;

Improving rural working conditions,

setting living wages, with urgent attention to the
informal sector, and taking steps to prevent sexual
harassment, exploitation and other forms of abuse
in the workplace;

(d)

workers to bargain collectively to ensure decent

Protecting the rights of rural women

working conditions;

(e)

and safety of rural women by taking legislative

Protecting the occupational health

and other measures to protect them against
exposure to harmful chemicals. They should
the health and

environmental effects of the use of and exposure

receive information about
to chemicals, in particular hazardous chemicals,
pesticides and other products used in agriculture
and in extractive and other industries. States
parties should develop and implement public
awareness programmes on those effects and on
alternatives and ensure that no use, storage or
disposal of hazardous materials or substances
takes place without the explicit consent of rural

women and their communities;

(f) Providing social security to rural
women, including in cases of sickness or
invalidity;

(g) Promoting rural women’s active and
effective engagement as producers,

entrepreneurs, suppliers, workers and consumers
in local and global value chains and markets,
including by promoting capacity development on
quality assurance and standards and public
procurement;

(h)

Providing childcare and other care
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services in rural areas, including through
solidarity and community-based care services, in
order to alleviate rural women’s burden of unpaid
care work, facilitating their engagement in paid
work, and allowing them to breastfeed during
working hours;

®

targeted measures to promote the employment of

Designing and implementing

rural women in their localities, in particular

through the creation of income-generating

activities.
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women in political and public life, and at all
levels of decision-making, States parties should
implement general recommendations Nos. 23 and

25, and specifically:

(a) Establish quotas and targets for rural
women’s representation in decision-making
positions, specifically in parliaments and

governance bodies at all levels, including in land,
forestry, fishery and water governance bodies, as
well as natural resource management. In this
regard, clear objectives and time frames should
be in place to reach substantive equality of
women and men;

(b)

organizations can influence policy formulation,

Ensure that rural women and their

implementation and monitoring at all levels and
in all areas that affect them, including through
participation in political parties and in local and
self-governing bodies, such as community and
village councils. States parties should design and
implement tools to monitor rural women’s
participation in all public entities in order to
eradicate discrimination;

(©)

between women and men, including in decision-

Address unequal power relations

making and political processes at the community
level, and remove barriers to rural women’s
participation in community life through the
establishment of effective and gender-responsive
rural decision-making structures. States parties
should develop action plans that address practical
in

barriers to rural women’s participation
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relating to rural infrastructure and services,
including water, sanitation, transportation and
energy, as well as in agricultural cooperatives,
farmers’ producer organizations, rural workers’
organizations, self-help groups and agro
processing entities. Rural women and their
representatives should be able to participate
directly in the assessment, analysis, planning,
design, budgeting, financing, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of all agricultural and
rural development strategies;

(e) that

projects are implemented only after participatory

Ensure rural  development
gender and environmental impact assessments
have been conducted with the full participation of
rural women, and after obtaining their free, prior
and informed consent. The results of participatory
shall be be

fundamental criteria for taking any decision

assessments considered to
regarding the implementation of such projects.
Effective measures should be taken to mitigate
possible adverse environmental and gender
impacts;

®

post-conflict

In the case of States parties in conflict
the

participation of rural women as decision makers

or situations,  ensure
in peacebuilding efforts and processes, in line

with general recommendation No. 30.
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57.

including temporary special measures, necessary

States parties should take all measures,

to achieve the substantive equality of rural
women in relation to land and natural resources,
and design and implement a comprehensive
strategy to address discriminatory stereotypes,
attitudes and practices that impede their rights to

land and natural resources.
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62. States  parties should  implement
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agricultural policies that support rural women
farmers, recognize and protect the natural
commons, promote organic farming and protect
rural women from harmful pesticides and
fertilizers. They should ensure that rural women
have effective access to agricultural resources,
including high-quality seeds, tools, knowledge
and information, as well as equipment and
resources for organic farming. In addition, States
parties should:

(a)

traditional

Respect and protect rural women’s

and  eco-friendly  agricultural
knowledge, in particular the right of women to
preserve, use and exchange traditional and native
seeds;

(b)

endemic plant species and varieties that are a

Protect and conserve native and
source of food and medicine, and prevent

patenting by national and transnational
companies to the extent that it threatens the rights
of rural women. States parties should prohibit
contractual requirements on the mandatory
purchase of seeds producing plants whose seeds
are sterile (“terminator seeds”), which prevent
rural women from saving fertile seeds;

(©) that land

including land lease contracts, do not violate the

Ensure acquisitions,
rights of rural women or result in forced eviction,
and protect rural women from the negative
impacts of the acquisition of land by national and
transnational companies, development projects,
extractive industries and megaprojects;

(d)

of rural women before the approval of any

Obtain the free and informed consent

acquisitions or project affecting rural lands or
territories and resources, including those relating
to the lease and sale of land, land expropriation
and resettlement. When such land acquisitions do
occur, they should be in line with international
standards, and rural women should be adequately
compensated;

(e)

laws and policies that limit the quantity and

Adopt and effectively implement

quality of rural land offered for sale or lease to

third States or companies.
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ensure that they have the authority to manage and
control their natural resources.
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68.

to formal financial services and ensure rural

States parties should promote the transition
women’s access to credit, loans, matrimonial

savings, insurance and domestic payment
services, on the basis of equality with rural men,
and promote their economic, financial and
business skills. States parties should ensure that
rural women have equal access to:

(a)

financial services, which should address rural

Community-managed and mobile

women’s needs, for example by lending to

women who may lack collaterals, employ

simplified, low-cost banking practices and

facilitate rural women’s access to formal

financial service providers;

(b) Information on financial services and
facilities;
(¢) Financial skills-building

programmes using innovative methods that take

into account concerns of illiteracy.
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69.

services,

States parties should ensure that financial
including credit and loans, include
gender-responsive mechanisms and are not
withheld from rural women because they lack a
male guarantor. Registration procedures should
be adapted to the time and mobility challenges
faced by many rural women. Agricultural credit
and loans should allow for the untenured nature
of the smallholdings held by many women
farmers, so that rural women who may lack
formal tenure rights are still able to gain access to

them.
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73.

effort through infrastructure and technological

Reducing rural women’s labour time and

innovation is particularly vital. In this regard,
they are in need of agricultural, irrigation and
water-harvesting technology and labour-saving
agricultural equipment. Furthermore, the access
to information and

of rural women

communications technology (ICT) and mobile
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networks is as important as improving their

marketing and other skills.
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74.

saving and environmentally sound technology,

States parties should ensure that labour-
including agricultural, irrigation and water-
harvesting technology, and technology to reduce
the burden of unpaid domestic and productive
work are available and accessible to rural women
and create enabling environments that improve
their access to technology, including ICT, in rural
areas. Rural women should be consulted in the
development of such technology and their access
to such innovative technological solutions should

be promoted.
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77.

rural women and are not implemented in a

Land and agrarian reform often exclude

gender-responsive manner. Land reform policies
sometimes have a male bias, such as registering
land only in men’s names, making compensation
payments mostly in their name or compensating
for land use restrictions (resulting in the loss of
land, the loss of use and the loss of land value)

based only on men’s activities.
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80.

part of overall rural development and ensure that

States parties should address housing as

measures are developed in consultation with rural
women. States parties should improve the quality
of rural housing through the
of

programmes that take into account the specific

design and

implementation targeted policies and
needs of rural women. Such efforts should be
made in line with international housing rights
standards, including the basic principles and
guidelines on development-based evictions and
displacement (A/HRC/4/18, annex I), and should
contain strong measures to protect rural women
effectively from forced eviction by State and non-

State actors.
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85.

women have access to essential services and

States parties should ensure that rural

public goods, including:
(a) Sufficient,
physically accessible and affordable water for

safe, acceptable and

personal and domestic uses and irrigation;

(®)

Adequate sanitation and hygiene,
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enabling women and girls to manage their

menstrual hygiene and have access to sanitary

pads;
(©)

energy, extending on-grid services to rural areas

Sustainable and renewable sources of

and developing solar energy and other sustainable

energy sources with low-cost technology.
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87.

differentiated demands for transport services in

States parties should analyse the sex-

G R ERFELERHE R T S PR E | rural areas, ensure that transportation sector

F BRIl policies and programmes reflect the mobility
needs of rural women and provide them with safe,
affordable and accessible means of transport.
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poverty and exclusion and may have similar
needs in terms of accessible services, social
protection and economic empowerment. As in
many developing countries, rural economies in
developed countries tend to favour men, and rural
development policies in developed countries may
also at times pay scant attention to women’s
needs and rights. Rural women in developed
countries (and in developing countries) continue
to need targeted policies and programmes that
promote and guarantee the enjoyment of their
rights. Many of the recommendations made in the
preceding sections will be relevant to the situation
of rural women living in developed countries.
Nonetheless, there are unique issues that merit

special attention.
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89.

workers in developed countries are employed in

For example, many migrant women
agriculture and often face serious violations of

their human rights, including violence,
exploitation and denial of access to services,
including health care. In addition, the move to
industrial farming in many developed countries
has tended to marginalize small farmers, having a
disproportionate impact on rural women. There is
therefore a need to facilitate and support
alternative and gender responsive agricultural
development programmes that enable small-scale
women producers to participate in and benefit

from agriculture and rural development. In
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addition, while rural communities in developed
countries may often be well connected to social
services and have access to transportation
infrastructure, water, sanitation, technology,
education and health-care systems, among others,
the situation is not equal across all rural
communities. In many places, such access is
noticeably lacking, and women living within
those rural communities experience not only the
deprivation of such rights but also an increased
burden of care work as a result. This holds
particularly true in peripheral or remote rural
communities, including indigenous ones, which

are isolated and tend to have higher levels of

poverty.
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90. States should the

implementation of general recommendation No.

parties ensure
26 (2008) on women migrant workers, paying
special attention to rural women working as
seasonal migrant farmworkers. They should in
this regard ensure legal protection for the rights
of rural women migrant workers and access to
remedies, protecting both documented and
undocumented rural women migrant workers

from discrimination or sex-based exploitation and

abuse.
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women producers to participate in and benefit
from agriculture and rural development. Such
programmes should support women-led farms
and women as farmers and promote women’s

traditional farming practices.
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92.

situation of rural women, in particular indigenous

States parties should improve the living

ones, who reside in peripheral regions, which
tend to be poorer, more isolated and less
connected to social services. They should accord
priority to the development of those rural
communities, engaging local women in the
design and implementation of rural development

plans.
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93. A the
implementation of article 14 is a general lack of

fundamental  challenge to
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disaggregated data about the situation of rural
women, which prevents the adequate monitoring
and enforcement of their rights under the

Convention.
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94. States parties should collect, analyse, use
and disseminate data on the situation of rural
women, disaggregated by sex, age, geographical
location, disability and socioeconomic, minority
Such data,

Sustainable Development Goal indicators, should

or other status. including for
be used to inform and design measures, including
temporary special measures, aimed at achieving
substantive equality for rural women in all
spheres of life. Those data should also include
information on the situation of rural women,
including on specific groups of rural women who
face intersecting forms of discrimination and

specific barriers in gaining access to their rights.
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