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Formed by the erosion of the Dahan River, Daxi's river terrace
landscape can be viewed in three distinct levels. The first level,
closest to the river, is a flat plain primarily used for agriculture.
The second level is Daxi Old Town built on the hillside. and the
third extends into the upland areas, which are rich with forest
resources and mountain products.
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As a once-thriving inland river-port town. Daxi underwent major
urban planning during the Japanese colonial period. Streets were
widened and building facades renovated into Pailou-style arcades.
blending Western architectural elements with Chinese and
Japanese auspicious motifs. These facades became iconic symbols
of Daxi's prosperity at the time.
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Since the Qing dynasty. Daxi has been a center of local faith and
worship. From Puji Temple dedicated to Holy Emperor Guan Yu to
Fu-ren Temple. which protects the town, temples of various scales
are distributed on the hillsides and throughout the neighborhoods.
This religious landscape also shaped important local rituals and
community clubs.
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Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum restored the 12 thematic historic
buildings which it operates and with its connection to the
community-run “Corner House", a walkable "Ecomuseum” is created.
Through historic building preservation. craft exhibitions, and the
collection of local knowledge. the Ecomuseum revitalizes the town
with Daxi culture at its core.
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The Jiangjun (General) culture in Daxi originated from temple
festivals, representing a unique fusion of craftsmanship and folk
belief. The town is famous for its large number of vividly crafted
deity puppets worn and performed by people. These inspiring
figures are among the most striking visual symbols during the
pilgrimage.
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Heping Road was once known as "Woodworking Street” lined with
numerous woodcraft and furniture stores. Some stores still preserve
the traditional layout of "shop in the front. workshop in the back.’
extending from the street-facing display area to a courtyard and
rear workspace. The front showcases wooden furniture while the
back continues to echo with the sounds of chiseling and planing.




